Belfast STANDARDS AND BUSINESS COMMITTEE

City Council

Subject: Notice of Motion — Overdose Prevention Facility in Belfast

Date: 21st February, 2023

Reporting Officer: Nora Largey, Interim City Solicitor/Director of Legal and Civic Services
Contact Officer: Jim Hanna, Senior Democratic Services Officer
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1.0 Purpose of Report/Summary of Main Issues

11 To consider the Notice of Motion received for the meeting of the Council on 1st February in
relation to an Overdose Prevention Facility in Belfast.

2.0 Recommendation

2.1 The Committee is asked to consider the motion and agree to either adopt the motion, refer it

for debate at the Council meeting (with or without restrictions) or reject the motion.




3.0

Main Report

3.1

3.2

Key Issues

The Committee will be aware that Standing Orders 13 (m) to (r), as agreed by the Council at
its meeting on 4th October, are as follows:

(m)

(n)

(0)

(9]

(@)

(n)

The Standards and Business Committee will have delegated authority to adopt or
reject Notices of Motion. The Lord Mayor will indicate at the Council meeting those
Notices of Motion that have been considered by the Standards and Business
Committee and whether such Notices of Motion were rejected or adopted. In
either case, the proposer only may speak on the issue at Council.

The Standards and Business Committee will refer all Notices of Motion directly to
a standing committee when the matter to which the Notice of Motion refers falls
within the remit of that committee. At Council, the Lord Mayor will indicate that the
Notice of Motion was received and referred. There will be no speakers on such
Notices of Motion at Council.

The Standards and Business Committee will refer Notices of Motion for
consideration by full Council when the Notice of Motion relates to a strategic or
constitutional matter.

The Standards and Business Committee will not have the power to amend the
wording of any Notice of Motion that is being referred to the full Council for debate.

Any amendments to Notice of Motions to be proposed at the Council are to be
furnished at least one day in advance of going to the full Council and will be
circulated to Party Group Leaders in advance of the Council meeting.

In referring any matter to the full Council, the Standards and Business Committee
may determine to restrict contributions to the debate in relation to any Notice of
Motion to one per political party. At the Council meeting, the Lord Mayor will
clearly indicate if the restriction applies.

The following motion has been received:

Overdose Prevention Facility in Belfast

“This Council supports the establishment of an Overdose Prevention Facility in
Belfast. This Council will work with key partners in the community, voluntary and
statutory sector to bring together a partnership to advocate for the establishment of
an Overdose Prevention Facility (OPC) for the city. With almost 350 drug related
deaths in the city from 2017-2021 and over 1,000 needles recovered each month, a
facility like this will save lives and reduce the amount of discarded drug debris. There
are over 200 Overdose Prevention Facilities in 14 countries across the world.

While we are conscious that the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 is an inhibitor to the
establishment of this service and that it would require some form of special legal
dispensation from the Act for the facility to be lawful, it is clear that current policy is
not saving lives. In the absence of a local Assembly to deliver reform and innovation
that can save vulnerable lives, this Council will act as a civic leader by requesting
our City Solicitor and Chief Executive to engage with partners and to lobby Belfast
Trust, PSNI, the Departments of Health and Justice and the Attorney General to
make the case for special dispensation.”




3.3

3.4

3.5

Proposer - Councillor Mal O’'Hara

Seconder — Councillor Brian Smyth

The motion calls upon the Council to lobby various organisations to for special dispensation
from the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 to establish and overdose prevention facility — the
Committee can either adopt the motion, refer it for debate at the Council meeting (with or

without restrictions) or reject the motion.

Financial and Resource Implications

None associated with this report.

Equality or Good Relations Implications

None.

4.0

Documents Attached

None.




